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KNGLAND  IN   1350

IT is necessary to preface the actual history of
this period by relating, very shortly, the events of the
years immediately preceding the date at which it
begins, and by examining, with greater detail, the
causes of that great war upon which England was
engaged in 1350 For not only did that struggle
occupy the attention of Englishmen, during the
greater part of Edward III.'s reign, to the exclusion
of other matters, but it had also a very great effect
both upon the foreign policy of the country and
upon its internal affairs.

Edward had ascended the throne as a result of
the intrigues of his mother, Isabella of France, and
of her accomplice, Mortimer, who had enjoyed the
support of the great barons as opposed to the
personal favourites of the late king. The discontent
of the same nobles enabled Edward to overthrow
the clique to whom he owed his crown, and at the
age of nineteen to assume the government in person
(1330). His earlier years were occupied by the-
affairs of Scotland; the recognition of Bruce, by